Tucson High Magnet School


Freshman English Syllabus

	Instructor:  Heather Bates

Literature, B.A. 

Secondary Education, English, 7-12

Cross Categorical Special Education, K-12

Gifted and Talented Education Endorsement

Structured English Immersion 
  Endorsement

Curriculum and Instruction/Educational 
  Technology, M.Ed.
	Website:  http://batesenglish.weebly.com

Messaging:  ClassDojo and Edmodo
E-mail:  Heather.Bates@tusd1.org 
	Tutoring/Office Hours:

Friday Conference 8:00-8:40 a.m.
M, T, Th 3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.



Course Description:

This is a course in reading, writing, observing, and thinking. You will read and write every day to help you build skills and knowledge necessary for success in future courses. You will use free writing, peer editing, grammar review, and annotation to develop your critical reading and writing skills. You are expected to maintain a notebook for class discussions, vocabulary and grammar development, class notes, and text reflections. Students will be exposed to a variety of authors and genres to learn how writers use literary elements in creating their art. 
The curriculum for Freshman GATE is based in Western Civilization with the first semester focused in the ancient world. Connections to the modern world are made while studying the literature, history, philosophy, and art of the past.

Goals/Objectives:

· Exhibit familiarity with elements of literature.

· Understand how people use language for various purposes.

· Improve analytical skills.
· Make connections between the past and the present.
· Articulate the elements of a story and the purpose of story telling.

· Students will be able to locate, evaluate, and utilize viable sources for research.
· Students will be able to conduct and present research both written and orally.

· Students will be able to write and speak using standardized edited American English.[image: image1.jpg]



· Students will be able to use new vocabulary words correctly, using context clues, knowledge of root words, and word origins as well as reference sources to decode and understand new words. [image: image2.jpg]



· Students will be able to explain the format of drama.
· Students will be able to explain the format of poetry/epic poetry.
· Students will become more independent in their learning and problem solving.
Grading:

Grades are based on a percentage of accumulated points with weighted categories. Your grade for the first semester is the cumulative grade for first and second quarter; your grade does not start over at the quarter. The grade is a combined grade and not an average of the two quarters. Your grade is weighted and determined by the assignments completed throughout the ENTIRE semester.
Students can expect to earn higher grades only if they complete all assignments excellently (not perfectly) and on time. Skipping assignments or doing them poorly to just turn something in will inevitably result in mediocre, poor, or even failing grades. All assignments earn points; in general, smaller assignments (daily homework, quizzes, language exercises) are worth fewer points than larger ones (essays, research projects, speeches, etc.). Academic dishonesty earns an automatic 0% and cannot be made up or redone. 

Grading scale for the course:

A = 90% - 100%

B = 80% - 89%

C = 70% - 79%

D = 60% - 69%

F = 0% - 59%

Categories are weighted as follows: 

Essays and Class Assignments 40%
Tests and Quizzes 40%
Participation and Homework 20%

*Participation includes bell work, notes, and class discussion.

Expectations:

Students are expected to be in class and on time each day we meet. Students are expected to practice consultative and formal language registers in this course. This is necessary during group discussion to enhance literary understanding and to focus on academic writing. Some work will be completed in pairs or small groups to practice what is discussed in class. Students should be able to work with others as well as independently to complete assignments.

1. Students will come to class on time prepared and ready to learn.

2. Students will complete all assignments, including homework, by all deadlines. 

3. All students will be silent and respectful while other students read aloud.

4. The teachers and students will work together for a respectful, safe classroom.

5. Participation in class discussions will enhance all students' learning experiences.

6. Students are expected to have all assigned readings completed; this may require some reading to be completed outside of the classroom.

7. Cell phones, iPods, mp3 players, and any other personal items are prohibited during instructional time.

Class Requirements:
Students will be required to complete and pass writing assignments, research projects, tests/exams, and homework. Students will also be required to read outside of class, participate meaningfully and respectfully in classroom discussions, maintain good attendance, have a respectful and positive attitude, and come to class ready to learn.
Rewrite and Retake Policy:
Students will use the writing process on a regular basis and are expected to participate in writing conferences. Students will work together to improve their writing as well as meet with me for revisions. Essays may be revised once for consideration of a higher grade. Students have a week to complete their revisions. Students must have a conference with me regarding their revisions at least one day before revisions are due.

Any written assignment that receives a less than desirable grade may be revised and rescored, so long as it was initially submitted on time, a student-teacher conference has taken place, and the rewritten assignment is resubmitted in a timely fashion (no more than 3 days after the assignment was returned to the student).
Students are allowed to retake tests on which they did not do well, but they may not retake any test more than once. Students are not allowed to retake a test the same day as their first attempt. Students must inform me of their intent to retake a test, so a time can be scheduled.
Plagiarism, Cheating, and Academic Integrity:
Plagiarism is the practice of copying words, sentences, images, or ideas for use in written or oral assessments without giving proper credit to the source. Cheating is defined as the giving or receiving of illegal help on anything that has been determined by the teacher to be an individual effort. Both are considered serious offenses and will significantly affect your course grade. Please refer to the Student Code of Conduct booklet for additional information.

Assignments and Homework:
You should expect some form of homework every night. Your homework will depend on what is done in class that day. During the week there may also be quizzes related to the literature discussed in class. In addition to these regular assignments, we will have long-term projects. Projects will be worth a total of 500 points a semester. You will decide based on the projects you choose and the quality of your product how many of the 500 points you will earn. These projects will require planning and time management on your part to ensure you meet the deadlines. If you need more time or are having difficulty with and assignment, you must speak with me before that assignment is due to avoid late penalties. Written assignments may be turned in electronically through Edmodo.com. Please do not email them due to the excessive amounts of email I get on a daily basis. Assignments can easily be lost in my inbox or misdirected to my spam folder. Homework should consist of one or more of the following:

1. Complete and review vocabulary assignments

Vocabulary work must follow the required formats. These formats will be in your notebooks.

2. Independent reading – reading checks average 65 pages every two weeks
3. Grammar practice

4. Reduce and review any notes

5. Complete reading and writing assignments
Materials:
Required Materials
· Composition Notebook (two containing at least 80 pages)

· Pencils with erasers (don’t forget to buy extra lead if you choose to use a mechanical pencil)

· Sticky notes (different sizes)

· Highlighters in pink, yellow, green. (Post-it now makes highlighters with flags in the cap)

· Two-pocket folder

Suggested Materials
· 3-ring notebook

· Dividers or folders to organize the notebook

Many students have difficulty with organization and keeping track of their assignments. I recommend a color-coded system with each subject assigned a specific for better organization. 

· Assignment sheet or planner 

· Standard size, loose leaf notebook paper

· USB drive

· Index cards

· Good collegiate level dictionary 

· Black ink pens (for final drafts if you can’t type them)

· Facial tissue 

· Pencil sharpener

Attendance and Tardiness:
Attending school everyday is important. You cannot expect to pass a class you do not attend, and excessive absences may result in loss of credit in accordance with district policy. When you miss class, you are not just missing the work but all the instruction and discussion that goes with the assignment. We will be working every day, so one absence will set you back.

If students are absent the day of a scheduled presentation (group or individual) and do not contact their group or me to make arrangements for their part, they will receive a 0 for the presentation or project.

You are tardy if you are not in class when the bell stops ringing. If you are roaming the hall or hanging out in the doorway when the tardy bell rings, you are tardy. Chronic tardiness will result in progressive discipline. You will be reminded to be on time after the first tardy. You will write an explanation that must be signed by your parent or guardian the second time you are tardy. If you are tardy after that, your parents will be contacted again, and you will be referred for further consequences.
Make-up and Late Work:
If you are absent, you may make up your work. You have time equal to your absence to make up the work you missed. This is in accordance with TUSD Board Policy JE-R. For example, if you are absent on Monday and return on Wednesday, your assignments are due on Friday. If you miss a test or a quiz, you must make an appointment to take the test or quiz within one week of your return to school. Any work due the day before or the day of the absence is due the day the student returns to class.

You need to speak with me immediately upon your return since you may not be allowed to make up work once the time allotted by board policy has passed. You are responsible for making and keeping an appointment to take a missed test. You will not be allowed to make up the test if you do not show up for an appointment and do not contact me to cancel your appointment

YOU are responsible for obtaining missed assignments. You should always check the class Website, www.batesenglish.weebly.com, and Edmodo for information on where to find assignments as well as links to assist you with your work. If you cannot access the Internet or need more clarification, please see me after class, after school, during conference, or during independent class work time to retrieve your assignments. The beginning of class is not a good time, as I like to start class promptly. Any copies handed out during class are in the blue sorter in the back of the room. Copies and assignments are also in the class notebook. DO NOT announce that you never received the work when I ask for it to be turned in. It is your responsibility to check the in class these as soon as you return from your absence. Do NOT just copy another student’s work. This is academic dishonesty. You are expected to take your own notes and do your own assignments. Copies of all presentations are available electronically and hard copy. 

No credit is given for late work Assignments will be accepted after the due date, but you will not earn credit. Students will have opportunities to earn deadline extension passes. These passes give a 48-hour extension.
*Cases of extreme emergency or extended illness will be handled on a case-by-case basis. 

Academic Honesty:
Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated. Copying and pasting information from the Internet is plagiarism and plagiarism is cheating. Any student who plagiarizes will fail that assignment. In addition, credit will not be awarded to students who “share answers,” “do work together,” or copy. I consider this to be academic dishonesty (cheating). I expect you to do your own work during discussions and other cooperative assignments. Do NOT have one person in the group write down answers and pass around the answers for everyone to copy. You need to write down your own answers in your own words. 

All written work turned in for a grade must be original or quoted (using quotation marks) and properly cited giving credit to the author. We will be going over this policy and the "how to" of citations during the first weeks of school. Any student who copies directly from the Internet or from another student is in violation of this rule against cheating and is jeopardizing his or her possible success in this class. 

· 1st offense will result in a zero on the assignment, student conference, parent contact, and a written warning.

· 2nd offense will result in a zero on the assignment, parent contact, and a written referral.

· 3rd offense will result in a zero on the assignment, parent contact, and further disciplinary action.

Electronic Devices:
Tucson High Magnet School believes in maintaining a safe and effective educational environment for all of its students, and we as educators understand that cell phones have great utility, but cell phone use has increasingly become a source of distraction in the classroom decreasing student engagement and time spent on learning. To avoid these concerns, I will be enforcing our District Cell Phone Policy. Tucson High Administration has sent home communication regarding the policy explaining how we plan to create a culture of maximizing student learning by enforcing our cell phone free learning environment in the classroom.  
We believe this will allow our students to be:
· Engaged in classroom activities and assignments

· Less dependent on electronics to do classwork

· Less likely to engage in conversations around bullying

· Less likely to be distracted and procrastinate on assignments in class

 
For any emergencies, you can reach your student through the main office at 225-5000 or 225-5002 or they will have access to their phones during passing periods and lunch. 
Earbuds and headphones are also to be removed during class. Bags are to be placed on the provided shelves and table. Backpacks are not allowed to be kept at students’ desks. 
Resources:

Remember to check Edmodo on a regular basis for assignments and announcements. Vocabulary is posted on Edmodo at the beginning of the week. More information about the class as well as details on policies, assignments, and other requirements can be found on the class Website. Several resources to help you complete assignments can also be found on the Website. The Website address is listed on the first page of this syllabus. 
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